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Abstract for Workshop 32 - Managing “difference“ in East-European Transnational Families
Petra Ezzeddine, PhD., Association for Integration and Migration, Faculty of Humanities at Charles University in Prague

“I feel guilty that I left them there during the war, and that now strangers are taking care of them" - analysis of transnational care practices of women with refugee experience from former Yugoslavia. 
The paper will focus on intersectional research with refugee women (mostly subsidiary holders) from the former Yugoslavia who reside in the Czech Republic from the 90.s and transnationally care about their close relatives (especially parents) in the country of origin. I would like to analyze how are transnational trajectories gendered, and how they interact with specific migration and life phases, care practices, status passages and work trajectories. I will argue that women reflect strong gender-based and socially normalized pressure on the care for the elderly. I will argue that women with refugee experience find themselves in a situation where they feel guilty for the fact that they left their parents in the country of origin during the war, and that even today they cannot intensively stay with their parents, because they need to remain competitive (due to age, ethnicity and gender) and keep their vulnerable job positions in the Czech labour market. How women with refugee experience organize transnational care, how their migration affects family relationships and their gender identity, and what is the "price" of transnational care in transforming societies?
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